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OPENING CEREMONY SPEECH

Dear representatives of the national and international authorities,

Dear colleagues and students from the co-organising Universities of the three neighbouring countries,
the UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN MACEDONIA, the «ST KLIMENT OHRIDSKI” UNIVERSITY — BITOLA &
UNIVERSITY OF «FAN S. NOLI” — KORCE,

Dear participants from Cyprus, Athens, Thessaloniki, Patra, Corfu and other Greek universities,
You are very welcome to the Faculty of Education in Florina!l

We consider ourselves privileged to represent the host institution of this International Conference for
a second time. Please, give me the opportunity to remind you that the idea of “Education across
Borders” was born in the Faculty of Education in Florina, with professor Lemonidis being the godfather
of it. | can see him here, among the audience.

Thanks to this Conference, and while being located in the most distant North West corner of Greece,
our Institution has the opportunity to share interests in academic study and fieldwork with the
aforementioned universities, thus creating a common ground for academic research, scientific
knowledge, communication, as well as exchange of ideas and culture.

Such an initiative

e connotes multilateral cooperation between higher education institutions in the Balkans,

e increases the degree of transparency and compatibility among higher education in the area,

o facilitates the development of innovative practices in education and training,

e supports the development of innovative ICT-based content, services, pedagogies and
practices for lifelong learning

e develops multi/interdisciplinary approaches and

e contributes to the creation of sustainable learning communities.

Above all, such an effort is made to promote interaction among participants with diverse socio-cultural
backgrounds on both personal and institutional level.

Apparently this initiative contributes to academic and personal benefits for the participants. It
introduces the idea that borderlands cannot be inferred or deduced only from the defined political
and economic structures of the neighbouring countries.

Considering the human factor, we can realize that the lives of people living and working at the borders
are part of the border cultures; these people coexist on the same or the other side of the legal state
demarcation, the borderline; and they share forms of particular conceptualisation with other
borderlanders.

These characteristics underpin the core concept of this Conference. Above all, they constitute
fundamental strands of both cooperation and interaction among the three neighbouring countries
and even the whole Balkan area.

So, | am happy to announce the beginning of the 4™ International Conference. We would like you to
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share your thoughts and ideas being derived from the Conference and we wish you a pleasant stay in
Florina!

Florina, 19t October 2018

Prof. Aikaterini Dimitriadou
Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities
Department of Primary Education

University of Western Macedonia
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THE SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF USING SOCIAL NETWORKS SITES:
SPREADING FEAR THROUGH APOCALYPTIC PROCLAMATIONS AND

PROPHECIES
STOJANOSKA Gordana ZHOGLEV Zlatko
Assoc. Prof. Full Prof.
Faculty of Education, Bitola Faculty of Education, Bitola
University “St.Kliment Ohridski” - Bitola University “St.Kliment Ohridski” - Bitola
gorde969@hotmail.com zlatko.zhoglev@uklo.edu.mk

Abstract

Theoretical background of this work is the theory of mass media within which are threated the
issues of social networks and their influence today (Giddens, 1998). This research about social
consequences of using social networks sites are also very closely connected with the issues of
“media literacy” and religion studies, and especially with beliefs and meanings of the people for
above-mentioned issues influenced by the mass-communication media (Fulcher and Scott,
2011). More precisely, the theoretical background of this work is addressed to the theoretical
discourses about the role of web resources for critical thinking (Macionis and Plummer, 2012).
From methodological point of view, this work is based on qualitative researchmethods, which
use qualitative methodological approach (Silverman,2010) and as a main method of collecting
and analyzing data were content analysis and data analysis (Bryman, 2012; Davids and
Sutton,2011). The emergence and widespread use of social networks has made the
communication easier, but that prevalence came followed by a lot of negative consequences.
Often, they are used for the non-selective and unchecked publishing of information that relates
to a certain global destruction scenarios. Also, they are related to a current geopolitical, military,
climate, demographic, astrophysical, macro and micro historical and genetically events on a local
or a global scale and raise that fear almost at the level of hysteria. Many omens and "evidences"
of older prophecies related to those prophets and/or events that have already been fulfilled
with great "accuracy", are also used. This paper classifies these announcements and prophecies,
the social networks on which they appear and spread, and addresses their social consequences.
Such announcements can cause a different level of fear - from a mild panic and the accumulation
of life supplies for survival, to the phenomenon of violent behavior and murderous and suicidal
drives.

Keywords: social consequences, networks, fear, apocalyptic proclamations,prophecies

1. Introduction: Theoretical background and methodology

Theoretical background of this work is the theory of mass media analysis within which are
threated the issues of social networks and their influence today. The very early roots of the
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theoretical background could be found in early theories of media of Canadian authors Harold
Innis and Marshall McLuhan. The first one, with his idea that different media has strong
influence on the organization of forms of society. And second one (Marshall McLuhan),
especially with his assertions that “the medium is the message” and the world under influence
of electronic media became a “global village” (Giddens, 1998, p.377).

The roots of theoretical backgrounds of this work could be found within the Symbolic
interactionism theory of media, founded by Herbert Blumer (Macionis and Plummer, 2012,
p.776) and within the “theory of moral panic”, established by Stanley Cohen who investigated
following the symbolic interactionismtradition (Macionnis and Plummer, 2012, p.776-777). The
pioneer of the media analysis Harold Laswell said that the most important for media analysis is
to answer to the following questions: who says, what, in which channel, to whom with what
effect? (See Macionnis and Plumer, 2012, p.781). This work has also, his theoretical background
in the theory of communicative actionof Jurgen Habermas, which try to explain the changes in
public sphere in the contemporary society, established originally in 1962, and developed in
1982. and later (Macionnis and Plumer, 2012, p.788), as well as in theory of Jean Baudrillard for
“the world of hyper reality” and the John Thompson’s theory about the media and modern
society within which are three types of interaction: face-to-face, mediated and mediated-quasi-
interaction (Giddens, 1998, p.379-381).

This is also connected with the theory of new media which was emerged in 1980s an umbrella
term and includes a wide range of phenomena and practice as following: new kinds of textual
forms (the internet, virtual words...); new patterns of media consumption (hypertext,
convergence); new ways of representing the world (blogs, digitalization...), the self (avatar,
personal homepage) and community (bulletin boards,chat rooms, social networking); new
relations between media producers and consumers (file sharing, gift economy, participatory
culture, user-generated content). It is important to emphasize that the new media tend to blur
the distinction between interpersonal and mass communication. (Chandler & Mundy, 2011,
p.293)

The most of the research about social consequences of using social networks sites, are also very
closely connected with the issues of “media literacy” and religion studies, and especially with
beliefs and meanings of the people for above-mentioned issues influenced by the mass-
communication media (Fulcher and Scott, 2011). More precisely, the theoretical background
of this work is addressed to the theoretical discourses about the role of web resources for critical
thinking (Macionis and Plummer, 2012).

From methodological point of view, this work is based on qualitative research methods (Creswell
and Clark, 2011), which use qualitative methodological approach (Bryman, 2012; David and
Sutton, 2011; Silverman,2010) and as a main method of collecting and analyzing data were
content analysis and data analysis (Bryman, 2012; David and Sutton,2011).
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1.1. Research questions

Main research question:
What are the social consequences of using social networks sites, especially from point of view
of spreading fear through apocalyptic proclamations and prophecies?

The other research questions:

- Will isolation from social networks protect users from fake news?

- Why exactly social media?

- What is media literacy?

- What types of fake news exist?

- What are the types of the sources of apocalyptic prophecies on social networks?

- Are there any signs that can reveal fake/false news on social networks?

- Is it possibly with some organized educational activity (i.e. media literacy) to overcome the
negative consequences of the fake /false news?

1.2. The sample
The sample of this research was intentional and was spreading to the sites published on the
social network Facebook within the period, 18.09.2017. - 09.10.2018.

2. Fake news on social media and how to recognize it?

Why exactly social media? The reason is simple - they become one of the most explored sources
of information nowadays. Although part of the population prefers television as a source of
information, it is necessary to emphasize that it often happens that some television companies
use portals and social networks to download and publish unfiltered and unverified news. So it
happens that social networks make a breakthrough with the fake news and to a population that
for various reasons does not use these networks and the Internet in general.

This raises the question: Will isolation from social networks protect users from fake news?
Certainly not, the information twilight is also a bad option. What is needed is building media
literacy that will, above all, enable effective, safe and responsible use of social networks. Media
literacy, according to Adams and Hamm, is the ability to create individual meanings from the
visual and verbal symbols that are taken daily from television, commercials, film, digital media.

Media literacy, according to Adams and Ham, is the ability to create individual meanings from
visual and verbal symbols that are taken daily from television, advertisements, film, digital media
"(Adams & Hamm, 2001, p. 33). According to Aufderheide, media literacy is the ability to access,
analyse, evaluate and communicate information in all its forms (Aufderheide, 1993: 6). It is a
necessary skill to be an active and conscious participant in social processes and who understands
society in the right way.
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There are seven types of fake news:
1. Satire - without intent, but with the potential to cause harm,
2. Misleading use of information to frame events or individuals,
3. Imitation of the right sources - for example photomontage from an accident,
4. Fully fabricated content in order to deceive and harm - the publication of unconfirmed
and arbitrary information,
5. False link between the content and the title - in order to get the potential reader to
click the news,
6. Sharing genuine content with fake factual information and
7. Manipulating real information and images - especially when the sources from which
they come are anonymous.

Such a spread of fake news usually aims to provoke the reader's feelings, especially fear, shock,
anger, and hatred. They are guided by the desire for provocation, prejudice towards certain
groups, and it can also be about organized political propaganda. In a number of cases it is a
matter of profit (as many clicks on the news), and often, the goals are a sensationalism that is
caused by "quasi-journalists". A lot of new media aim to be first and fastest, with the news. Their
nature, too often is to be feverish, frenzied, frantic, frail, false (fake), and fallible (Fulcher & Scott,
2011, p. 364).

3. The Revelation Bookof St. John as a source of apocalyptic prophecies
Then the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and | saw a star that had fallen from heaven
onto the earth, and the angel was given the key of the shaft of the Abyss. When he
unlocked the shaft of the Abyss, smoke rose out of the Abyss, like the smoke from a
huge furnace, so that the sun and the sky were darkened by the smoke from the
Abyss, and out of the smoke dropped locusts onto the earth: they were given the
powers, that scorpions have on the earth (Revelation 9:1,2,3).

Apocalyptic prophecies and hints at the end of the world are nothing new and unexpected.
Usually, such expectations are bound up with signs such as the transition to a new century /
millennium, unusual occurrences in nature, mass social turmoil, etc.; i.e. phenomena that in
their naked essence do not have any sign that they are generators of force that would destroy
the world or mankind.

Of course, one of the most commonly used sources of such prophecies is the New Testament,
more specifically - the Revelation of St. John, where it is unequivocally indicated that the world
will be destroyed in terrible torments and all sinners will be punished. The only thing that is
missing in this context is the exact date of this event which contributes to the ever increasing
number of attempts to hit it.

John Burton beliefs that the important determinant of apocalyptic texts is their reading in a
portable sense and that they bring a general truth that provides a detailed view of the human
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world (Barton 1996, p. 17). If we apply this claim to our subject, then we can say that the final
text of the New Testament - the Revelation to St. John answers three questions:
1. Will the world be destroyed? Yes!
2. When will this happen? Unknown (but there are signs that will indicate that the day
is nearing).
3. What is the cause of the destruction? The permanent sin, the sinfulness of the sinners,
the loss of faith, and the blasphemy against God.

Any further attempt to give an exact answer to the questions about the specific date and which
are those signs that announce it, enters into a field of speculation that is equally and uncertain
and dangerous. The problem is complicated in modern conditions in which there is information
flood and easy access to data. While this level of development of science and technology is not
expected to place emphasis on the lumbar interpretation of signs and records, the opposite is
often the case. It is precisely this that is used for placing false information that has smaller or
greater consequences for the social and life of individuals.

4.Classification of the sources of apocalyptic prophecies on social networks

The frequent use of non-selective and unchecked information disclosure is most often
associated with certain global destruction scenarios associated with some current event. These
events can be:

1. Geopolitical: seeking and "finding" signs at certain geographical locations associated
with a religion, linking political figures with the emergence of the so-called third antichrist or the
leader who will initiate and lead the destruction of the world, and is mentioned in Revelation to
St. John.

2. War: wars of a larger scale, conflicts driven by religious motives, interpretation of the
great number of victims in these conflicts as punishment that God gives to certain nations or
nations.

3. Climatic: connecting the elementary disasters with God's rage. Often, such sources
are specifically intended for the US, which are often hit by typhoons.

4. Demographically: a sharp increase or decline in the number of a particular population,
migrations of epic or biblical proportions.

5. Astrophysical: Pelin's star is mentioned in the revelation of St. John in all possible
formats - asteroids, meteoric rains, black holes, and even the planet Nibiru that moves along the
path to collide with the Eart.

6. Development of science, especially of genetics: the creation of a race of superior
people produced in a laboratory that would be used for a war to fully subdue the world.

7. Technology and technological development: the development of artificial intelligence
which at some point would be removed from control.

8. Calendar: transitions in new time periods - new century, new millennium, years
ending with number 666 (better known as the number of the Beast in Revelation of St. John),
the appearance of the Millennium Bird in 1999 (a computer error that would destroy the world).
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It is unnecessary to emphasize that all possible ways are used to reach the reader. A frequently
used way is a rigged webpage, and it is the one that uses the one that is portrayed as a NASA
web site. The names of well-known and lesser-known prophets of different religions, procedures
such as numerology, references to old documents such as the Mayan calendar, etc., are
used,too.

5.Education as a shield of fake news - developing media literacy

Last year's Change Management Center research showed that almost 30% of young people
prefer web portals,and 19.1% chose social networks as a
media(http://www.iri.org/sites/default/files/2017-9-18). The very number sounds that the
development of media literacy as soon as possible is needed to prevent the consequences of

faith (belief) in the above prophecies.

It is obvious that all the prophecies that were related to the last date-have not come true. But
the consequences of them are terrifying. Only two examples can illustrate the most horrible,
and that is the death consequences:

- In 1997, the Christian UFO Group of the Eastern Gate, the appearance of the Halle -
Bop comet, interpreted as a sign of the end of the world and the return of Jesus. This
interpretation  resulted in the suicide of 40 members of this group
(https://www.livescience.com/14295-failed-doomsday-rapture-suicides.html).

- "Ask Astrobiologist" NASA's public information website, received over 5,000 questions
about the Mayan prophecy from the public. Some asked if they should kill themselves and / or
kill their children or their pets. (Morrison, 2010).

Hawks-Slayer identifies 10 signs that can reveal fake/false news on social networks:
1. The news is making you angry,
2. The web page has a strange domain name - for example, ends with "co" instead of
“com"
3. If it comes to results from surveys - they are installed! This is done with the help of
skillfully cited questions, misinterpretation of the results or dialing the population that
will give the previously anticipated answers,
4. The story is a bit more interesting, fun or bizarre,
5. The website declares that it does not bear any responsibility for the consequences of
the published news,
6. The site identifies medications for incurable diseases,
7. It is certain that some kind of catastrophe,
8. Renowned websites do not publish the disputed news,
9. Other stories on the website are unreliable,
10. The source used for the story is in the shadow (anonymous, it is not revealed).

It is certain that greater information and higher education are the basic prerequisite that the

reader will alarm more deeply to check such news. Of course, this will also hinder the sharing
and further spread of the news. However, the development of media literacy should become
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part of systematic learning and be acquired at a younger age, given that the age limit of access
to social networks is constantly falling.

6. Conclusion

1. Theoretical background of this work is the theory of mass media within which are
threated the issues of social networks and their influence today (Giddens, 1998). This
research, about social consequences of using social networks sites, is also very closely
connected with the issues of “media literacy” and religion studies, and especially with
beliefs and meanings of the people for above-mentioned issues influenced by the mass-
communication media (Fulcher and Scott, 2011). More precisely, the theoretical
background of this work is addressed to the theoretical discourses about the role of web
resources for critical thinking (Macionis and Plummer, 2012).

2. From methodological point of view, this work is based on qualitative researchmethods
(Creswell and Clark, 2011), which use qualitative methodological approach (Bryman,
2012; David & Sutton, 2011; Silverman,2010) and as a main method of collecting and
analyzing data were content analysis and data analysis (Bryman, 2012; David &
Sutton,2011).

3. The emergence and widespread use of social networks has made the communication
easier, but that prevalence came followed by a lot of negative consequences. Often,
they are used for the non-selective and unchecked publishing of information that relates
to a certain global destruction scenarios.

4. Also, they are often related to a current geopolitical, military, climate, demographic,
astrophysical, macro and micro historical and genetically events on a local or a global
scale and raise that fear almost at the level of hysteria. At the same time, many omens
and evidence of older prophecies related to those prophets and/or events that have
already been fulfilled with great "accuracy" are also used (par ex. The Revelation by
St.John, as a source).

5. This paper classifies these announcements and prophecies, the social networks on
which they appear and spread, and addresses their social consequences. Such
announcements can cause a different level of fear - from a mild panic and the
accumulation of life supplies for survival, to the phenomenon of violent behavior and
murderous and suicidal drives.

6. Itiscertainthat greater information and higher education are the basic prerequisite that
the reader will alarm more deeply to check such news. Of course, this will also hinder
the sharing and further spread of the news. However, the development of media literacy
should become part of systematic learning and be acquired at a younger age, given that
the age limit of access to social networks is constantly falling.
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