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Abstract 

 The findings of the theory of teaching and learning and the experience in primary schools 

are long tended to accept the concept of integrated curriculum planning. It offers teachers the 

overall structure of all components in planning the curriculum. Integrated planning in teaching 

and learning is particularly necessary when dealing with more complex requirements and 

objectives as set out in the curriculum. The programs are designed according to modern concepts 

of teaching and learning experience in elementary education in our country, as in more 

developed countries in Europe. The specific objectives, expected results, selection and 

development of content and basic concepts, activities, methods, tools and other resources is а 

wholeness. 

 The advantages of integrated planning of the curriculum are perceived that teachers will 

enrich their experience and knowledge and will be much more confident in making daily 

arrangements for each teaching unit. The teacher will be able to start from that level of 

knowledge and skills of students in his class at the beginning of the academic year. In the 

teaching process exposes the students as advance knowledge of the formation of concepts and 

their connection into a logical system of concepts.  

Key words:planning, curriculum, teachers, advantages. 

 

 

Introduction 

In our schools and in the didactic literature the curricula are accepted as school 

documents that contain educational purposes (whether it is for their greater or lesser 

concretization and operationalization) and activities / methods on teaching topics / areas, planned 

curricula and basic concepts. The programs contain guidelines for implementation of the 

teaching and show the basic requirements that must be provided (materials, equipment, and 

facilities for students' activities) as well as the regulations on the type and the level of the 

professional education of the teachers. The curriculum covers the subjects that are deployed in 

the departments from I to IX grade of the primary school. 

 The preparation for the teaching should include the development of the content of the 

curriculum and plan which will place the activities of the students in the teaching process; 

mailto:marijaboki@yahoo.com
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therefore it is necessary to plan the type of the activities / methods for achieving specific 

objectives and the type of valuation of the students’ achievement. 

For the development of the content usually are observed the basic didactic rules of 

gradation from close to distant and from simple to complex. These didactic rules could most 

easily be accepted if the contents are classified according to the so-called progressive spiral 

programming. 

In this context, we are talking about the fact that the child adopts certain knowledge even 

in the preschool period,at home with the parents and the family, in the kindergartens, as well as 

from its friends in the living place. The experience acquired by the child from the television,the 

picture books and toys and trips with parents is very significant. The child adopts certain 

knowledge, develop skills and form attitudes. With the advent of primary school it continues to 

adopt new knowledge, develop skills, to form opinions and judgments independently. 

Therefore we consider that thereare almost no contents in the school, and activities in 

which the child adopts knowledge, skills, attitudes and beliefs that are completely unknown to 

the child, when he set off to school in first grade. 

In primary school the child continues the process of expansion, filling the knowledge, the 

abilities, the attitudes and the skills for knowledge, thinking and storytelling that has passed 

before reaching elementary school. 

Almost for all subjects in the first grade we start from the setting that the child has 

adopted certain experiences to recognize letters, read some articles, advertisements ISL., to draw, 

to model, to cut with scissors, to count, etc., and all that is contained in the subjects the child is 

learning at school. Teacher when you make a review of what the child has learned in first grade 

for new knowledge, facts, skills, attitudes, etc., Then you can get the first "clean" result of 

teaching and learning in first grade. 

In the next grades the child with the achieved results in the first grade and with all the 

experience/knowledge has gained during the preschool period goes in second grade.  The process 

of upgrading of the knowledge skills, the attitudes and the reasoning skills of the child 

continuous during the entire schooling and in its life. 

In the pedagogic literature the term curricula refers to the planned interaction of the 

student with the teaching contents, the teaching resources and the whole teaching process for 

realization of the educational goals (Glossary of educational technology terms (1984, UNESKO, 

Paris)138.  

Under the term curricula we understand a whole system of actions in the process of 

learning which include: 

 Goals toward which we strive in learning; 

 Content, or items that are important for achieving the learning objectives; 

 Methods (plan for articulation of the teaching process, tools and materials they need to 

achieve learning objectives); 

 Situations (grouping and correlation between the contents, methods, activities); 

 Strategies (planning situations, activities); 

 Evaluation (diagnosis of the situation at the beginning of the academic year, measuring 

the success of learning by applying objective procedures), standardized tests of 

knowledge and skills and so on. 

 

                                                 
138L. Bognar; M.Matievič, 2002, Didaktika, Školska kniga Zagreb, str.183  
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In some countries the term curriculum is identified with the term "program", so in that 

sense it is translated as educational program or educational plan. In that sense the term 

educational programin our country coincides with the term curriculum because with the 

educational programs are planned not only the content in the learning process, but also the 

objectives pursued by specific content and activities / methods, and didactic guidelines for the 

implementation of the program. 

In the concept of integrated planning of teaching are taken into consideration the basic 

knowledge of theory and the curriculum which are structured in accordance with the didactic 

understanding of the European didactic school. 

The educational programs in the nine-year elementary education in the country have a 

certain sign of professional and legal obligation for the teachers and the schools, and if we look 

closer we will notice that it contains grounds for development of content and based on them the 

teachers can prepare daily preparations and examination teaching units. 

A very important question comes out: "whether there is a need to be made a concept for 

planning the curriculum" and "whether with the specific objectives should be planed gradually 

the expected results too." In this sense, the specific objectives, the expected results, the selection 

and the development of the content and the basic concepts, activities, methods, tools and other 

resources is wholeness. On this basis it is necessary to pay more attention to each of these 

components of the teaching process, in particular the choice of content and the planning of the 

activities of a united articulation of the teaching process, the outcomes and the evaluation of 

student achievement. 

 

Advantages of the integrated planning 

The integrated planning in teaching and learning is particularly necessary when dealing 

with more complex requirements and objectives as set out in the curriculum in every subject. 

Based on the goals of teaching programs, an integrated planning elaborates in detail the expected 

results after the study subjects and units of a particular subject. 

Here are listed some of the advantages of the integrated planning of the curriculum in 

several domains. According to them: 

- Teachers can determine the extent and depth of the content for each topic in the 

program; 

- Make an economical choice of activities for processing contents according to the 

scheduled time and effort invested by students in learning (depending on the nature of the topics 

/ motives are processed content); 

- To compare the breakdown of content on topics of lessons and age of the students; 

- Review whether teachers have the content and activities are processed in a meaningful 

way for students and business as a whole; 

- Every teacher has a clear plan for articulation of the teaching process through individual 

work of student activities in pairs or small groups, for which activities will be used frontal work, 

that united interaction in the teaching process (student to student, curricula, teacher) . 

- Will be clearly stated to teach students, to what extent and depth and what kind of 

activities and resources; 

- Will have a better overview of the issues and activities for each content to verify the 

knowledge and skills of students at the beginning of the academic year, in the first and second 

half as organized teaching; 
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- Teachers have a solid basis (full view) how to deploy content to determine the type of 

activities (individual work, work in pairs or small groups of two to three students), and the 

correlation of content in Macedonian language and art and music education and 

- Teachers will have to review that content to plan additional processing or determining 

the knowledge and skills of students. 

Based on the above advantages of the integrated planning it is clearly shown the necessity 

of united planning curriculum and according them reveals the intricate professional work of the 

teacher on integrated planning of the curriculum. 

Solid united assumptions for planning the curriculum can be created with textbooks and 

also by making a series of contents and activities in educational topics and choice of teaching 

materials, illustrated picture books, encyclopedias and other materials. Especially there is a need 

ofusing programmed content and activities, using the computer in teaching and learning and of 

course a number of forms and methods of learning. 

The basic term actions refer to forms of group work, pair work and dialogical method. 

When there is a need is used a frontal form of work with the entire class. The educational process 

develops through inductive activities of knowing, thinking, conversation, storytelling with 

cooperation between students and teachers. 

“In fact the central issue in teaching is how to plan and organize activities for students 

that allow each student to be active. So there is a need to define the essence of the concept of 

student activity. A student’s activity in the teaching process can be achieved when the student is 

motivated to make a choice of his friends for the game and the activities if there is interest and 

need to participate in the action, if the content that teaches the pupil / student or activities in the 

games, studies, etc.  they are accepted and are respected by others. "139 

The main feature of the method of learning by heart or mechanical learning is that the 

student learns the contents as they are written or provided without changes or additions, without 

disclosing meaningful connection between words in the text or previous knowledge and 

experience of the student. Student remembers what he needs to learn by repeating the words, 

sentences, lines and the like. A mechanical learning is also the learning of various skills 

(rollerblading, bicycling, cutting with scissors, gluing, pouring, various materials from one 

container to another). With this method of learning the student is required anexact reproduction 

of what you learn. For example, when learning phone numbers, names of cities, countries, 

mountains, seas and so on. Also some contents can be learned by heart with understanding of the 

content like lyrics, a text for a drama role, group or riddles, tongue twisters, proverbs. But also 

there is learning by heart without understanding. 140 

The method of the meaningful, verbal-receptive learning is applied when the student 

adopts new knowledge and links that knowledge with the previous knowledge and experience. 

The new knowledge links / integrates with what already the student knows. Therefore, this 

method provides greater intellectual activity of the pupil / student in the learning process. 

For successful application of this method it is necessary the teachers to take appropriate 

action: 

- To learn about previous knowledge and experience of the pupil / student (for example: 

the beginning of academic year) associated with the content to be taught or required for 

the adoption of new knowledge and skills; 

- To connect the new knowledge with the experience and knowledge the students have 

acquired in life; 

                                                 
139Мilan М. 2005, Sopstvenim iskustvom do znanja, Zavod za udzbenikeI nastavna sredstva, Beograd, p.19 
140Same p.19 
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- New content to be elaborated in the problem way. This means students to ask questions, 

to elaborate the content of the various aspects, from more aspects 

- To take care of what you're teaching process to suit the age and developmental 

characteristics of students, so they can understand / realize and become usable in the 

further process of learning, called in another context and so on. 

The teacher's task is to act as mediator between the content (which the students adopt 

during the teaching process) and the students themselves. The meaningful learning supports the 

development of thought processes, motivates the activities of pupils / to come to know, to think, 

to ask questions, to seek answers, to narrate. 

The method of Practical meaningful learning involves learning of external motor 

activities by the students. But also, it is necessary the understanding of the meaning of the 

practical activities. In fact, it means the students can use the acquired skills and abilities when 

doing something (the fund of knowledge, skills, information, etc.).141 

With the method of Learning whole parts is connected and aligned the practical and the 

verbal learning.  Actually are connected the knowledge and skills of students. This way of 

learning can be applied without the practical skills of the students and vice versa. The practical 

skills can be applied without knowledge. However this method of learning is more applicable to 

students in the second and the third development period of nine years of elementary education. 

The meaning of the method of learning by discovering is contained in the meaning of the 

term "discovering". It implies that whatever you teach the student the knowledge is not given 

with the final shape / structure, but the students independently come to knowledge in the 

teaching process or in the process of learning. They reveal important situations, they 

acknowledge connection or dependency of a phenomenon from another. The students come to 

this knowledge by monitoring the process or comparing, setting assumptions (hypotheses), or 

experiments, etc., when talking with friends and with teachers about their personal experiences 

and knowledge. In fact, the students independently search for solutions to the problem, conflict. 

By applying this method, the students are prepared to independently learn strategies to 

solve problems, not only to acquire a body of knowledge. 

The more important are the way students think and the procedures they apply to the 

problem than the final settlement. 

By learning by discovering can be fulfilled the following functions: 

 To develop greater independence of students in learning, 

 Be trained to enable them to solve problems, conflicts etc. 

 To enable simple for research, 

 To motivate learning and 

 To enable the application of knowledge142 

The term creative / divergent thinking refers to the ability of students to independently 

innovate their own original solutions. This way of learning often comes to the fore in drama 

games, composing new stories or fairy tales, writing rhymes, riddles, tongue twisters, 

illustrations inventing, inventing new songs for singing, artwork. In creative learning are very 

important the following moments: giving ideas or assumptions, finding how to solve the 

problem, conflict. Here come to thefore the individual abilities and characteristics of students, 

such as initiative, independence, flexibility in thinking and reasoning, ingenuity and so on. 

                                                 
141Same p. 20 
142Same p. 21 
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With the help of a teaching according a model /models means learning when students 

will see something new in another. They repeat what have seen, accept and adopt and also come 

up with new knowledge and skills. However, the essence of this way of learning is interactive, 

because there was extensive interaction among the offered models which teach the pupil / 

student. This way of learning often takes place spontaneously when students learn something 

from each other in social settings. In that sense they participate in the interaction with the 

physical and social environment. Children become very active, make choices patterns of 

behavior in the environment with others who will accept and it will adopt. 

This type of learning requires strong motivation, and also understanding / perception of 

the patterns of behavior thatthe students should adopt. 

The interactive learning / collaboration, exchange of ideas, experience ... It is known that 

students effectively learn from each other or cooperate, tell their opinion, their ideas, their ways 

of solving tasks and so on. Often when learning from each other there isan appearance of 

opposition, and cooperation agreements, tolerance, common remedies. 

According to the starting point this way of learning is to establish cooperation, to teach 

students to learn with their partner. Partners in Learning can also be the students and the 

teachers. The students participating in the interactive learning participate with their personal 

knowledge and experience with their previous knowledge and skills and become active 

participants in the learning process. The partnership behavior among the participants in learning 

implies appreciation of the real possibilities of the student. Still in the learning process it's 

actually the mutual learning of students with the teacher so that learning comes to the fore the 

abilities of students to learn. 

In the interactive learning the exchange takes place between students of the same or 

different ages in pairs, groups and exchange with teachers and adults of different ages. 

The interactive learning helps the student to achieve the following functions: 

- To increase motivation for learning, 

- To achieve higher activity among students and 

- To increase the volume of knowledge and skills adopted, the skills of students in the 

learning process143 

 

Conclusion 

 From the previously said are gradually revealed the advantages of whole planning of the 

curriculum. In that sense it is obvious that the teachers will enrich their experience and 

knowledge and will be much more confident in making daily arrangements for each teaching 

unit. The teacher will be able to start from that level of knowledge and skills of students in his 

class at the beginning of the academic year. In the teaching process exposes the students as 

advance knowledge of the formation of concepts and their connection into a logical system of 

concepts. 

Specific advantages can be seen from the examples and indicators for planning topics, 

according to the number of classes, the design of any content on the topics and number of hours, 

especially the choice of content and activities is a structure to develop a plan for articulation of 

teaching process. 

In fact we think it will be one of the biggest benefits of improving the quality of teaching. 

 

 

                                                 
143Same p. 22 


