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Abstract
The profession of social pedagogue is an important segment in children's development, therefore, it should be the most important partner in the field of education. Its value should be recognized, valued and effective. The presence and engagement of the social pedagogue in educational institutions stands out as an important moment due to the possibility of previously preventing certain unacceptable behavior of children and various other situations that indicate difficulties in behavior or development. Timely prevention of a certain behavior or problem in young children provides less opportunity for it to occur or to be repeated in older children. The presence of the social pedagogue will result in a more efficient assessment of children's social risks, by creating appropriate programs, workshops, activities to support and prevent social risks in children's lives. The values possessed by a good social pedagogue can create a different view of the world and children's lives and especially to make a positive impact during their development. It is very important to recognize the need for the involvement and contribution of the social pedagogue in the educational institutions.
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1. Introduction
Educational institutions face daily obstacles and challenges that are present in terms of the educational process, but also in terms of problems and difficulties experienced by students. These include behavioral problems, broken family relationships, domestic violence, developmental difficulties, and so on. In such situations, it is reasonable and expected to respond by the educational institution. The institution should be able to identify certain difficulties in a timely manner, to prevent them and intervene on them. Precisely because of this, the educational institution should have an appropriate organization of the system, which includes the involvement and engagement of professionals who have the capacity and competencies in these areas. That's why the importance of multidisciplinary problem solving is emphasized. Overcoming such situations can be realized in an easier way, by hiring a professional team in which, among other things, the social pedagogue will be involved and will contribute. The work of the social pedagogue can be identified in the following areas: helping the individual to solve or reduce the problem that arises as a result of disagreement with the environment; discovering and preventing potential problems between the individual and the environment and strengthening the potential, ie the strengths of the individual, in order to solve the difficulties he faces. (Rak, 2019) Cooperation between educational institutions and social pedagogues indicates the need for a systematic approach in solving certain problems in children, especially in cooperation with their families, where social pedagogues have one of the most important roles in the professional team.
2. Social pedagogy and its meaning

Social pedagogy has never had a single definition and general acceptance of its positioning as a science. It exists in many countries around the world and varies from country to country. But despite that, there are similar roots, which have grown into different contemporary thinking in social pedagogy. (Pedagogy, 2015) During its development, it has been guided and changed depending on the socio-political and cultural circumstances in the environment. In terms of defining the direction of its development, it is defined as a theory and methodology of the educational environment. The educational environment includes family, school, social protection and cultural institutions, as well as the immediate and wider community. (Ѓорѓевска-Поповска, Доневска, 1991). It examines and diagnoses social conditions and problems in the environment: disharmonious family relationships, single-parent families, orphans and parental care, divorces with children, people with antisocial behavior (alcoholism, wandering, begging, drug addiction), people with developmental disabilities, the elderly and infirm, the problems of the poor, etc., are aimed at finding possible solutions to improve the educational environment in all its aspects. (Спасева, 2011) According to (Hämäläinen, 2003), “historically, social pedagogy is based on the belief that you can decisively influence social circumstances through education“ - and more importantly, education does not only apply to children, but also to adult education. (Pedagogy, 2015) In this regard, specific to the social pedagogy in our country is the study of social and educational topics, which applies not only to children and young people, but also to adults. The contents studied in this area include: parental education for family life, education for social development in the local community, education in raising environmental culture, and others. In recent years, social pedagogy has become an increasingly important part of education pedagogues. Its essence has always been, and still is, aimed at the social goal and the educational means to achieve it. (Спасева, 2011) 
Social pedagogy is very closely related to relations in society and as such reflects cultural attitudes and traditions in many ways. It provides indications of how society thinks about raising children, the relationship between the individual and society, and how society supports its endangered or marginalized members. That's why social pedagogy has evolved over time in different ways in different countries. Regardless of the different cultural contexts and settings in which social pedagogues work, there are still common principles of support. Social pedagogy connects the way of thinking, philosophy and the harmony between the values ​​and actions that use different methods in the work. For social pedagogy in practice it is not so important what is done, but in what way it is done and with what explanation. Hence the realization that social pedagogy is as much an art form as it is a science. (Pedagogy, Social Pedagogy, 2015)
3. Profile of the social pedagogue

Although the profile of the social pedagogue in our country is still not clearly defined, and there is no certain theoretical and scientific basis on which his identity and competencies are based, in recent years, under the influence of experiences from practice in Europe, the social pedagogue is more affirmed as a professional, whose job involves establishing a qualitatively different relationship with children and youth. The social pedagogue participates in the life of the child or young person, sharing with him the life experiences and daily activities. The goal is to do as much as possible with the child, to allow him to understand and take responsibility for life in his own hands, and not someone else to make decisions about him. The social pedagogue is a mediator between the interests of the young man and the demands of society. With his rich life experience and professional knowledge, helps young man cope with life's difficulties and build his own lifestyle, which would allow him to fully develop his potential. This approach is due to the belief that the child should be treated as an integral creature, which should receive full support in its development, and not be seen as a problem that experts have to deal with individually. When social pedagogy is understood in this way, then a space for unbreakable unity between the upbringing and protection of the child is opened. (Спасева, 2011)
According to  (Skalar, 1998) and most theorists and practitioners of social pedagogy, the main goal of social pedagogical work is social integration. In the last two decades, it has undergone numerous changes, so that the classic formulation for socialization, as an instrument for social integration, has lost its importance, because it indicates some kind of regulation and control, ie refers to the terms resocialization, reintegration, rehabilitation, etc. Increasingly, today there is talk of secondary socialization that should help young people to be competent by training with the necessary life-facing strategies. At the heart of social pedagogy lies the individual, as the subject of further planning, decision-making and action. He should be able to decide for himself between the many possibilities, to shape his lifestyle and his own patterns of action. Hence today's basic task of the social pedagogue (educator, pedagogue, special pedagogue), and that is upbringing, education, counseling, social education, developing social competencies among young people, providing support and assistance in finding a way out of life's difficulties. (Koller-Trbovic, 1999)
The social pedagogue is a person responsible for individual management, a person for care through the implementation of development planning, counseling, emotional support, upbringing, organizing free activities, monitoring of school and extracurricular activities, support in professional leadership and job security, organizing contacts with biological relatives, etc. It is also responsible for providing the rights and services that young people can use in the social protection system. Social pedagogue helps people with a wide range of issues, including psychological, financial problems, health, relationships and substance abuse problems, and so on. Many who work in this field are specialized in certain areas, such as helping children, helping those with life-threatening problems, or helping people overcome their addictions. 
Social pedagogues work in discovery and identification of students, in which the unfavorable social conditions in the environment, reflect on the educational achievements and work on overcoming them. They conduct individual and group social work with students at social risk and social problems, as well as social work in the local community to provide the necessary support and resources for these students and their families. With the employment of social pedagogues, programs for prevention of peer violence in schools and their active involvement are introduced, as a factor for detecting and supporting children who are victims of violence. Some work at school to help children with academic, social, and emotional problems. Others can work with foster children, help them overcome problems, and help single parents.
4. The contribution of the social pedagogue in children's development

Educators and professional associates have a great opportunity to influence the development of children's behavior, because they, immediately after the parents, make direct and intensive contact with children. They spend enough time with their children every day and therefore have a very good insight into the children's behavior and potential difficulties. Educators are also expected to be experts in easily recognizing children's problems, encouraging children to acquire skills, and training them to solve problems on their own. (Vladimir Kardum, 2008) The educator in cooperation with the professional associate should know how to correctly respond to the specifics of development of each child. (Lozančić, 2005) They also need to know exactly what may be causing the development of certain problems in children, related to the environment and the interactions that take place in it. Of great importance is the skill in timely notification and recognition of the signs that indicate it. Educators and professional associates are obliged to monitor the development of each child and to react in a timely manner to the occurrence of possible difficulties. They must also inform, advise and educate parents, but also involve the child in activities when certain interventions are needed. Educators and professional associates play a key role and the impact on the child's further development. That's why the competence, knowledge and skills of experts are important for the achievements in children's development, promotion of mental health, but also prevention of risky behavior in children. (Bašić, 2008) 
There are certain areas in which educators feel insecure and incompetent and doubt their competence in preventing risky behaviors in children. That is why it is necessary to introduce experts from other profiles who have the knowledge and skills to prevent risky behaviors, as well as to promote mental health in children. These are experts who can design and implement special programs on this issue, and these are the social pedagogues. With their competence, they could stand out as experts who use their profession to improve the conditions and quality of life of their customers. Their main goal is to provide educational assistance in coping with and overcoming life's problems by developing skills and competencies in children and young people. (Koller-Trbović, 1999) 
According to (Kobolt, 1997), the areas of activity of social pedagogues, in which they perform more and different professional tasks and responsibilities, can be divided into: ·

· Pedagogical, which are aimed at increasing the general competencies in the field of upbringing, education and socialization; ·

· Social, which are aimed at developing skills for social integration and participation; ·

· Corrective, which are aimed at solving problems and conflicts, protection and integration;
· Therapeutic, in order to eliminate disorders, independence, increase the quality of life
The roles according to which social pedagogues differ from other expert helpers are as follows: educator; therapist-counselor; representative; case manager; educator. For successful professional activity within each of the mentioned roles, various professional competencies are needed, of which we will mention some of the many: communication skills, identification and assessment of users' needs, potentials and areas of risk, planning and implementation of interventions in a large number of areas of life, etc.
In educational institutions, the social pedagogue can work as a professional associate, who provides social pedagogical support to children or students who are at risk of developing behavioral problems. Based on this, the social pedagogue designs and implements social pedagogical interventions for children or students with already developed behavioral problems. The purpose of this pedagogical support is the successful mastering of the educational requirements as well as encouraging and supporting their healthy and optimal development. The social pedagogue also contributes to the work with children, where behavioral problems appear in combination with other difficulties, which hinder the child in his optimal development. The task of the social pedagogue is to assess the needs of the individual level in children, but also of the whole group. It offers various forms of support to other participants, provides counseling support to teachers, children, parents and all other important people in the child's life. Adhering to the norms and rules, the social pedagogue creates conditions for healthy development of children and change of behavior to effectively meet their own needs. In addition, it designs and implements prevention programs that strengthen the institution's environment, reduce risk, and strengthen protective factors for behavioral development problems. (Stojanović, 2016)
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