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Abstract


Event tourism nowadays doesn’t represent just a new form of tourism, but it has evolved into an imminent need of the tourist offer in creating the tourism products. Tourism destinations continuously compete on the tourism market in offering something different. It is important to stress out that on the global tourism market the closer regions can use their differences and combine them as a unique experience for the potential tourists. It is known that tourism overrides the boundaries between the different cultures. The Balkan region is known for its diversity. The impact that these cultures have had between themselves can’t be denied. Thus, there can be seen large similarities between them, but they have also preserved their distinctive flavors. Organizing events can be seen a great potential in the region of the Balkans as a way for a mutual approach on the global tourism markets. The various events not only show the cultural diversity in this region, but are also
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Introduction

The tourism industry is being influenced in the last decade by various world events. The tourist offer and especially the tourist demand, have both undergone enormous changes. Mass tourism is being re-oriented towards selective forms of tourism and new undiscovered tourist destinations. The problems that have arisen from mass tourism have influenced the tourists’ needs. The large concentration of tourists in the season has had its impact on the way how tourists behave and travel. Their needs are always changing and are oriented towards new components of the tourist offer, as well as differentiation of diverse tourism products.


The region of the Balkan Peninsula, offers this kind of diversity. The similarity, but more important, the differences of the cultures in this region, can contribute in increasing the quantity but also the quality of tourists’ stay. In this region it is already a practical way to conduct cooperation between the different cultures and nations in preparing the tourist offer. That can mostly be seen in the organization of manifestations and events.

Event tourism represents a very attractive segment of the tourist offer in the Republic of Macedonia. 

According to their quality, they are among the most important factors in the development of tourism. Events occur as a major tourist motivation, but often have complementary characteristics for the tourists that visit this area.

Macedonia is home to several important manifestations and events. According to their content they can be defined as: cultural - entertaining, sporting events, economic and scientific events.
1. Cultural – entertaining manifestations and events

Regarding the cultural events, special attention deserve the following: “Struga poetry evenings”, “Ohrid Summer Festival”, “Balkan Festival of folk songs and dances”, “Days of Goce”, “Skopje Jazz Festival”, “Opera evenings in May”, “Struga Music Autumn”, International Film Festival “Manaki Brothers” in Bitola, International Gallery of Caricatures, Revue of Folk clothing, the Old Town Meetings in Ohrid and others.

The Ohrid Summer Festival has international character. Eminent participants from around the world take part in its musical and theatric content. In the last 50 years, in its program were involved more than 30.000 artists, from more than 40 countries. The total attendance to date is estimated at more than 1.000.000 visitors. Not just the performers, but also most of the guests come from the surrounding region.

Struga Poetry Evenings represents one of the most important cultural events in the Republic of Macedonia. This event has an importance on an international scale. It gathers the most significant poets and authors from all around the world. The Prize “Golden Diadem”, which is being awarded within this event, represents one of the most prestigious awards in the world which are given away only for the best achievements in this field of artistic expression. Especially impressive is the poets’ meeting “Bridges”, which is being held under clear skies. The poets recite their poems in a wonderful ambience, at the place where the river Black Drim flows out of the Ohrid Lake. This event is followed by a series of supporting cultural and scientific activities such as art exhibitions, symposia, etc. This event is organized during the end of the tourist season. With this event the tourist season is being extended in the Struga Region and the wider surroundings.

The Balkan Festival of folk songs and dances as the previous two events has a long tradition. The beginnings can be dated back to 1962. It represents an opportunity for presenting the cultural heritage of many countries and peoples. In the foreground of this event are the authentic values ​​of folk creativity and traditional culture, expressed through dances, songs, customs, costumes, instruments, handcrafting and so on. Participating at the Festival are numerous groups and soloists from all Balkan countries and beyond. Every second year a symposium is held dedicated to Balkan folklore. As the name says it all, this amazing event represents a magnificent combination of the creations of the cultural soul of the Balkan region. The performers are also dressed in traditional clothing, which not only shows the diverse ethnical structure and the cultural diversity of the peoples living in Macedonia, but also in the Balkans as a whole.

The event Days of Goce is traditionally being organized for a long time. It is of national importance, regarded by its nature, but during the year it is organized also abroad. It presents the national values ​​and in this context, the tourism opportunities in Macedonia. The content of this event include patriotic elements. They are presented through songs and dances, recitals and promotional announcements. The central location of its organizing is Delcevo. It is also organized in Podgorci, in the Struga Region. Within, a poetic part is being held, also known as “Song for Goce”. 

Тhe Skopje Jazz Festival is a traditional music event. It is organized in the capital – Skopje and in its music program it includes some of the most famous performers of Jazz music in the world. 


The Opera Evenings in May are being held annually in Skopje. There participate significant performers, soloists, groups and other artists of classical music of international significance.


Struga Music Autumn is a festival that is also related to classical music and is organized in Struga.


The International Gallery of Caricatures represents an exhibition of the most important caricatures in the world and is held in Skopje.


The Revue of folk clothing represents an event with a competitive meaning. The basic content of it is the presentation of traditional clothing. It is organized in Struga. The presenting is performed through the streets of the city, which is a special attraction and later it is transferred in the hall of the culture center. The Revue includes competitors of Macedonia and other countries.


The Old Town Meetings in Ohrid is held traditionally in the city of Ohrid. By their character they express the authentic way of life through songs, dances and customs. They largely reflect the life and work in urban areas, as an interesting ethnographic attractiveness.


 One of the most important events in the Republic of Macedonia is the International Film Festival - Manaki Brothers. This festival is dedicated to Milton Manaki, the first film maker in the Balkans, and manages to attract visitors with world reputation in the film art. The festival has a traditional character and is held in Bitola.

The attention of the tourists is attracted by other events with a cultural content as the following: “Ilinden Days” in Bitola, “Valandovo Festival of newly created folk music”, “Bigorski scientific - cultural gatherings”, “Tikvesh grape – harvest” in Kavadarci, “Ten days of the Krusevo Republic”, then “Meetings of brass instruments”, “Regional amateur gatherings”, “Kumanovo evenings”, the “April literature gatherings”, “Karposh evening” and other that are organized in the city of Kumanovo. Furthermore, the “Prlichev sermons” in Ohrid, the Theatrical plays “Vojdan Chernodrinski” the sculptors’ symposium “Marble”, “Painting colony”, “International studio for stained glass”, “Festival for mandolin orchestras of the Republic of Macedonia”, “National festival for best bagpipe and traditional music instruments” in Prilep. Also important are: “Karamanov meetings”, “Radovish gatherings” in Radovish, “Pechalbar days” and the carnival festivities in Vevcani, the “Strumica Carnival” and International “Strumica Painting Colony”, “Racin meetings in Veles”, “Dojran handshakes”, “Ceramic colony” in Resen and others.

Many of these cultural events, although not sufficiently involved in the tourist offer of the Republic of Macedonia, in a certain way can contribute to attract the interest of tourists in this area.

2. Sporting events

Sporting events in Macedonia are also numerous. They are about competitions between teams and individual competitions in the form of leagues, tournaments and sporting meetings. These games are of different rank, from local to international importance. More specifically, these are meetings in various sports disciplines can also be used as part of the tourism content. Following the calendar of sporting competitions should allow their inclusion in the tourist offer of the Republic of Macedonia.

As particularly important sporting events to highlight are the major international competitions held in the Republic of Macedonia. In Skopje in 1972, the 20th male and the 5th female Chess Olympiad was held. The 20th Balkan Championship was held in 1990 as well as the 29th Balkan Championship in basketball. Furthermore, the International Kayak Slalom Race in wild waters, the Boxing competition “Golden Gong”, the Ohrid Swimming Marathon and the Mavrovo Ski Memorial have traditional and international character in Macedonia.
3. Economic events

Economic events are being held on the whole territory of the Republic of Macedonia. This is accomplished through numerous presentations and meetings in various industries. Among other events, particularly attractive are the meetings of the catering - tourist workers of Macedonia. Most events that create tourist interest are placed in Skopje, as part of the fairs. Within the Skopje Fair are being held the following events: “Modest”, “Spring Fair”, “Mebel”, “Book Fair”, “INFOKOM”, “Medicine”, “Makproekt”, “Balkan tourist stock”, “TEHNOMA”, “Autumn Fair”, “New Year’s Fair”, etc.
4. Scientific events

The scientific events in the form of congresses, symposia and other meetings on various scientific topics are organized in almost all tourist regions in Macedonia, mostly in the period out of the tourist season, which has special importance for tourism development in these regions.

Conclusion

Based on the aforementioned and other events, it can be concluded that Macedonia has a significant asset in this regard. Most of these events allow reducing the seasonal concentration, but at the same time enriching the content of the tourist stay. The perspective lies in the increasing inclusion of events in the tourist offer. 

If these events have international character, than it is mostly probable that they will increase the interest - especially of the foreign tourists, to visit this region. That can also be said for the whole region of the Balkans. Because of the similarities, but also because of the differences between the diverse cultures in the Balkans, there is a possibility to combine all the individual characteristics of the various nations. Thus, not only tourists from the closer regions will come, but also from other parts of the world. 
It is important to stress out that the presentation of the individual characteristics of the various cultures in the Balkans has more importance than their combining in the tourist offer. Understanding these characteristics, enables not just creating a better cooperation and cultural tolerance between the Balkan nations, but also development of new opportunities for creating interesting, competitive tourism products.
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